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the Queen's death approached. Ludwig had the distinct feeling
that Therese was close to him and had an urgent desire to give
him some sign of her spiritual proximity. It seemed to the King
as if someone were touching his left arm. On the anniversary of
her death he woke up exactly at the time she died and let the clock
strike: 'If she is near me, let her make me feel her presence, I
thought, and then again I had the feeling on my left arm. Did
it really come from her, or was it because of my desire?'1 In the
early morning of 26th October the King hastened to the park
at Nymphenburg and wrote:

'I am near you. ... I hear the bells of death,
I feel the magnitude of my eternal loss/ 2

He frequently saw his wife standing transfigured before him.
Even the Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve was converted into a
wreath:

'You only lived for others;  to make them happy
Was your greatest happiness.1 3

Court mourning was over; Carnival approached, and in January
the big Court ball took place. The King crept along the Square
in front of the Theatiner Church and outside along the Palace,
looked up at the brilliantly illuminated windows behind which all
the rank and fashion were surrounding his son, and sadly and
longingly his thoughts turned to Therese:

'We who were sovereigns but a while ago,

And o'er this brilliant cortege held our sway,
Who sat enthroned while every knee bent low,
Now are but figures of a bygone day.' 4

Everything was but a shadow, everything hollow, only remem-
brance was left. The vacant place was painfully evident in the
family gathering.

In May of 1856, when the King was watching the progress of the
Hall of Liberty at Kehlheim and in his eagerness nearly fell off the
scaffolding, the rumour came that Countess Theotoki, formerly
Lady Ellenborough and Baroness von Venningen, had been
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